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Mr. Fredrk Wersall
Head of the National Prosecutor's Office
Sweden . § -

Via Facsinfile: © +46 8453 66 99

S
Dear Mr. Wetsall,
Human Rihits Watch is aware that a criminal complaint has been filed with your office
against L@taﬂaﬁi General Viatjeslav Ivanovitz Sucharev for crimes against
internatiosial law-in-accordance with chapter 22, paragraph 6, of the Swedish Criminal

- Code - T ass Writing to urge you immediately to begin an investigation into the potential
criminat-rgsponsibility of Lt. Gen. Sucharev for crimes set out in the complaint prepared
by the SWk‘d{ﬁh Helsinki Committee for Human Rights and the Swedish Initiative for
Demoeraoy-and Human Rights

" Afa gen%a!ifmatte'r, Human Rights Watch has investigated and regularly reported on
abuses cd;;ﬁijjaingd"during the Chechen conflict. In our March 2005 report entitled
“Worse Than a War,” we concluded that “{e]nforced disappearances in Chechnya are so
widesp‘rﬁ?ﬂ; and systematic that they constitute crimes against humanity.” Our report
also conchirded that “[iln the vast majority of cases, the perpetrators are unquestionably
governmedit agents—either federal forces or, as is increasingly the case, local Chechen

sequrity ':;j;';'a's'ﬁ;-;h;:i-aré ultimately subordinate to the Russian federal Ministry of

Initerrial Affairs or the Ministry of Defense.”

With regatd to the specific crimes referred (o in the complaint, Human Rights Watch
res&a_rché%*fﬁa?é'_dcicumented at least one of the crimes. Consistent with our policies on
confidentiality, we stand ready to provide information regarding the findings of our
research giid to assist you in identifying other information or evidence that may be
useful {0 E..:fi:ji.tr investigation.

A t;-rimineii' investigation against Li. Gen. Sucharev in Sweden is possible under
universal gurisdiction, which reflects the principle that some crimes so offend
humanking that courts anywhere have jurisdiction to try them, no matter where they
were coptgitted, and no matter the nationality of the accused or the victims. The only
precondifion is that the country where such legal action is taken must have passed laws,
like Sw&&m ‘allowing its courts to exercise this jurisdiction.

il

There is o, legal impediment to Sweden taking up this case. On the contrary, we
believe thgt Sweden has an obligation under international Jaw to initiate an investigation
intg Lt. Gen. Sucharev’s alleged responsibility for crimes against humanity as set forth

" in the complaint - We therefore strongly support the call for you to begin a criminal

investigafion into this case.

E 1 - E :
It is our’ dnderstanding that Lt. Gen. Sucharev may be about to leave Sweden. We
theref@'r_é-"ﬁisci ‘call on you as a matter of urgency to take measures to ensure that Lt. Gen,
Sucharevidoes not leave Sweden while vou consider the complaint and/or seeks
permissign from the Swedish government to prosecute this case.
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Thank you for vour attention to :I“ﬁs wgam matter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of further
,’asslstance at my office number +‘b-212 2115-1283 or my mobile number +1-917-293-3090.
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